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Chapter I: Preliminary
Adoption and Title
1. This regulation is adopted under the Environmental Assessment Act, 2000.
2. This regulation is the Regulation for the Environmental Clearance of Projects 2016.
Purpose
3. This regulation defines responsibilities and procedures for the implementation of the
Environmental Assessment Act, 2000 concerning environmental assessment process

for projects including, but not limited to the following:

(1) To provide meaningful opportunities for public review of potential environmental
impacts of projects;

(2) To ensure that all projects are implemented in line with the sustainable development
policy of the Royal Government;

(3) To ensure that foreseeable impacts on the environment, including cumulative effects
are considered prior to any irrevocable commitments of resources or funds;

(4) To ensure that feasible alternatives are considered;

(5) To ensure that feasible means to avoid or mitigate damage to the environment are
implemented;

(6) To encourage the use of renewable resources and clean technologies; and

(7) To provide information on environmental clearance towards uniform, comprehensive
data base on the environmental and cultural conditions and assets in Bhutan.

Scope
4. This Regulation applies to all projects which are subject to environmental assessment
process.

1 Regulation for Environmental Clearance of Projects 2016
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Commencement

5.

In accordance with Article 62 of the EA Act, 2000 this regulation shall come into effect
on December 9, 2016.

Repeal

6.

This regulation hereby repeals the Regulation for the Environmental Clearance of
Projects, 2002 and any instruments, notifications, circulars adopted thereunder which
are inconsistent with this regulation.

Chapter II: Application for Environmental Clearance

Preparation of an Application

7.

10.

1.

12.

An application for Environmental Clearance must adhere to the relevant environmental
assessment guidelines and Initial Environmental Examination form issued by the
Commission.

When a project is subjected to Environment Impact Assessment, the applicant shall
develop a terms of reference in accordance with the guidelines issued by the Secretariat,
for approval by the Secretariat. Based on the approved terms of reference, applicant
shall develop Environment Impact Assessment report.

When a project has numerous components or sub-activities which require individual
Environmental Clearances, the applicant shall prepare one application which includes
all components or sub-activities.

The applicant shall ensure that concerned people and organizations are informed and
consulted prior to submission of application for Environmental Clearance.

The applicant shall ensure that records of public consultation, as required under the Act
and this regulation, authenticated by concerned local authorities are attached with the
application for Environmental Clearance.

The applicant shall acquire an approval of the concerned Dzongkhag or Thromde
administration and clearances from relevant agencies for submission along with the
application for Environmental Clearance.

Regulation for Environmental Clearance of Projects 2016
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13.

14.

When the location of a proposed project falls within 50 meters distance of a public park,
hospital, school or a sacred landscape or site, the applicant shall acquire the official
clearance of concerned agencies before submitting the application. Notwithstanding,
the Secretariat or the Competent Authority may require the applicant to obtain official
clearance of concerned agencies outside 50 meters distance depending on the nature
of the project.

When there is a requirement of water abstraction for a project, the applicant shall adhere
to the Water Act and its regulation.

Submission of an Application

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

An applicant shall submit an application for Environmental Clearance to the concerned
Competent Authority. The Competent Authority shall review and assess applications
for listed projects or forward the application to the relevant Competent Authority or the
Secretariat if not listed under their competency.

An application for non-listed projects must be submitted to the Secretariat.

For a project with numerous components or sub-activities which require individual
Environmental Clearances for its component or sub-activities from different competent
authorities, an application shall be forwarded to the Competent Authority of the main
activity of the project and to the Secretariat for non-listed projects.

The applicant shall pay a prescribed application fee to the relevant Competent Authority
or the Secretariat, as per the fee schedule approved by the government.

Chapter lll: Environmental Assessment Process

The Secretariat or Competent Authority shall screen the application for Environmental
Clearance as per the sectoral guidelines and Initial Environment Examination form
within time limit as per Annex 1.

When the Secretariat or the Competent Authority determines that information in the
application is not sufficient to identify the environmental effects of the project, the
applicant may be asked to provide additional information.

Regulation for Environmental Clearance of Projects 2016
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

The applicant shall submit additional information sought within the applicable time
limits (Annex 1), failing which the application shall be treated as cancelled without
any compensation or refund of any fee from the government. Notwithstanding, the
Secretariat or the Competent Authority may grant a reasonable extension beyond the
applicable time limits based on reasoned decision to be recorded in writing.

The Secretariat or the Competent Authority shall conduct site visits for field verification
of the proposed project. The Secretariat may require the relevant competent authority
to conduct site visit where appropriate.

If the Secretariat or Competent Authority decides to issue Environmental Clearance or
require conducting an Environmental Impact Assessment or deny the project, a notice
of the decision shall be promptly sent to the applicant.

When the project is subjected to Environmental Impact Assessment, the applicant shall
conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment study as per the approved terms of
reference and submit an Environmental Impact Assessment report to the Secretariat for
review and assessment.

The Secretariat shall publish a summary of a project that is subjected to Environmental
Impact Assessment on the official webpage for one month for public comments. The
Secretariat may also publish such summary in other print Medias. The full report may
be made available to interested parties upon request.

Modification of Proposal/Application

26.

If an applicant intends to make a significant change to a project including, but not
limited to, increase in production capacity, change in the location of a project, change
in alignment, after submission of an application for environmental clearance or availing
Environmental Clearance, the application shall be treated as a new application.

Regulation for Environmental Clearance of Projects 2016
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27.

28.

29.

30.

Chapter IV: Environmental Clearance

The Secretariat may issue an Environmental Clearance to non-listed projects only after
screening, scoping and assessing the environmental impacts of such projects under
chapter Il of the EA Act, 2000 and chapter Il of this regulation.

The Competent Authority may issue an Environmental Clearance for listed projects
after screening, scoping and assessing the environmental impacts of such projects
under chapter Il of the EA Act, 2000 and chapter Il of the regulation.

An Environmental Clearance must contain terms and conditions to safeguard the
environment from adverse impacts of the project and satisfy the test set forth in Chapter
Il of this Regulation and Article 18 of the EA Act. At the minimum, the environmental
clearance shall specify: a) binding mitigation and compliance measures b) appropriate
monitoring, recording and reporting requirements.

The Secretariat or the Competent Authority shall make a public announcement of the
decision on their respective websites as per Article 28 of the Act within one month from
the day of decision.

Validity of Environmental Clearance

31.

32.

33.

The Secretariat or Competent Authority shall issue an Environmental Clearance for five
years unless project requires shorter/lesser period.

Chapter V: Renewal of Environmental Clearance
The application for the renewal of Environmental Clearance shall be submitted to the
Secretariat or the concerned Competent Authority at least three months before the

expiry date of the Environmental Clearance.

The Holder shall submit a compliance report in accordance with the format developed
by the Secretariat along with the renewal application.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

The Holder shall pay a prescribed renewal application fee to the Secretariat or the
relevant Competent Authority as per the fee schedule approved by the government.

The Secretariat or the Competent Authority shall conduct compliance monitoring prior
to renewal of the Environmental Clearance. The Secretariat may require the relevant
Competent Authority to conduct monitoring where considered appropriate.

If the application for renewal of Environmental Clearance has been submitted to the
Competent Authority or the Secretariat within the stipulated timeframe, the Secretariat
or the Competent Authority shall renew the Environmental Clearance before its expiry
provided there is a full compliance of the Environmental Clearance. Failure by the
Secretariat or the Competent Authority to renew it before its expiry shall be deemed
as renewed with the terms and conditions set forth in the erstwhile Environmental
Clearance until issuance of new decision by the Secretariat or the Competent Authority.

The Secretariat or the Competent Authority shall provide the Holder a written justification
on the delay under section 36 and such information must be maintained for record.

The Secretariat or the Competent Authority may renew the Environment Clearance
depending on compliance with the terms and conditions of the Environmental Clearance
by the Holder.

In case of non-compliances or violations, the Secretariat or the Competent Authority
may draw a compliance agreement to bring a project into compliance with the terms
and conditions of the Environmental Clearance. Based on the compliance agreement,
Environmental Clearance may be renewed. The Secretariat or the Competent Authority
shall impose necessary mitigation measures including appropriate fines.

Modification of Environmental Clearance

40.

The Secretariat or Competent Authority may change the environmental terms and
conditions at the time of renewal. The Secretariat or the Competent Authority shall
provide a basis/ justification for any changes to the environmental terms in writing to
the Holder.
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41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

Chapter VI: Public Consultation

The applicant shall send a written notice for public consultation of the proposed project
along with project prospectus to the concerned local authorities. The concerned local
authority shall provide reasonable and appropriate time for the public consultation.

The concerned local authority shall inform the applicant and notify the concerned people
and agencies/organizations on the date, time and place for the public consultation.

The concerned local authority shall ensure that adequate opportunities are provided to
the concerned people and agencies/organizations to express their concerns.

The applicant shall make a detail presentation in line with the project prospectus and
possible impacts on the environment by the proposed project, including prevention and
mitigation measures.

The local authorities shall facilitate concerned people express their views on the
proposed project. The local authorities may represent the community in negotiations
with the applicant and shall do their best to ensure that the applicant has paid adequate
attention to local concerns. This includes, among other things, making copies of all
environmental assessment documents and decisions available to the concerned people
and open for public inspection.

The concerned local authority shall keep records of the meeting including minutes of
the meeting and attendance of the public and provide a copy of such documents to the
applicant.

When the proposed project has direct impact on a property owned by or registered
in the name of an individual or a juristic person, the applicant shall acquire a written
consent, authenticated by the concerned local authority, from that individual or juristic
person.

The applicant shall carry out, at its sole expense, the public consultation requirements
set forth above.

For projects subjected to Environmental Impact Assessment, the Secretariat shall upload
a summary of a project on its official webpage for public disclosure and comments at
least one month prior to the decision.
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50. The Secretariat or Competent Authority shall review and evaluate implementation of the
public consultation process whose comments may be taken into account while taking
decision. The Secretariat and the Competent Authority shall give a reasoned decision.

51. The Secretariat or Competent Authority shall evaluate the findings of public consultation.
The decision of the Secretariat or Competent Authority shall be final and binding.

Chapter VII: Monitoring, Enforcement and Reporting

Monitoring by the Secretariat and Competent Authorities

52. The Secretariat or the Competent Authority shall prepare monitoring programs for
projects to which Environmental Clearance has been granted and carry out compliance
monitoring accordingly.

53. The Secretariat may require the relevant Competent Authority to conduct monitoring
for non-listed projects including assistance and cooperation for joint monitoring where
necessary.

Inspection

54. An officer who enters property under Articles 44 and 46 of the EA Act, 2000 shall, upon
request, provide proof of identity/identification and justification of their action to any
person on the site. The Holder may deny access to officials without proof of identity/
identification.

55. Procedure for inspection shall be followed as prescribed under section 92 to 98 of the
National Environment Protection Act of Bhutan, 2007.

56. Inspection shall, among others, seek to:
(1) ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the Environmental Clearance;
(2) identify and address any unforeseen impacts of the project;
(3) detect actual changes occurring in the environment during construction and
operation  of the project; and
(4) enable continuous improvement of the environmental performance of the project.
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57. When the Secretariat or the Competent Authority has reasonable grounds to believe
that an offence under Article 49 of the EA Act, 2000 has been committed or is about to
be committed, it shall warn the person suspected in writing.

58. The warning letter shall describe the action or inaction that constitutes the offense, and
order them to cease the offense and to take any necessary remedial measures within
a set time limit. It shall state the contact details of the responsible official and deadline
for responding to the warning.

Monitoring by the Holder

59. The Environmental Unit or the Environmental Focal Person shall be responsible for
carrying out regular monitoring as per the monitoring programme developed based on
the format after issuance of the Environmental Clearance and report to the Secretariat
or the concerned Competent Authority.

Compliance Agreement

60. Failure to comply with Section 58 the Secretariat or Competent Authority may give an
opportunity to the person committing an offence to make a compliance agreement and/
or impose sanctions under Articles 50-54 of the EA Act, 2000.

61. The Secretariat or Competent Authority may give the person receiving the compliance
order the opportunity to make a compliance agreement in writing with the head of the
Secretariat or Competent Authorities. In this agreement, the holder must undertake to
comply with the Environmental Clearance within the time and on the terms specified in
the agreement.

62. When the Holder fails to comply with the compliance agreement, the Secretariat or the
Competent Authority shall levy appropriate sanctions as per the EA Act 2000 and this
Regulation.

63. The Secretariat and the Competent Authority may take remedial and restorative
measures when the Holder fails to comply with imposed order/sanction. Any cost
incurred by the Secretariat or the Competent Authority shall be recovered from the
Holder.
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64. The Secretariat or Competent Authority may issue a separate order concerning:
(1) Matters not covered by the compliance agreement;
(2) The consequences of non-compliance with the agreement; and
(3) Matters covered by the agreement, if additional facts relevant to the agreement were
not known to the Secretariat or competent authority at the time of the agreement.

Enforcement
65. The Secretariat or Competent Authorities shall ensure compliance with requirements
under the Act and this Regulation.

66. When a Competent Authority fails to take reasonable enforcement action, the Secretariat
may ask the Competent Authority to take appropriate action to remedy the situation
within a given deadline.

67. When the Competent Authority fails to comply with the order from the Secretariat,
the Secretariat shall report the matter to the Commission. The Commission may take
appropriate action against the Competent Authority.

68. When the Secretariat fails to take reasonable enforcement action, the Commission may
order the Secretariat to take appropriate action.

Reporting

69. The Secretariat shall report annually on the implementation and enforcement of the EA
Act, 2000 to the National Environment Commission. Similarly, the Competent Authorities
shall report annually to the Secretariat.

70. The report must contain the following information:

(1) A list of application for environmental clearance received and it's status (whether
approved, rejected, withdrawn, pending or under appeal giving reasons and
justifications for the decisions);

(2) monitoring and enforcement status;

(3) application fees collected
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Chapter VIlI: Offences and Penalties

Offences
71. The following actions shall constitute an offence:
(1) Establishing, commencing or carrying out a project without the required environmental
clearance;
(2) Altering or interfering with devices, installed as per the environmental terms;
(3) Giving false or misleading statements or information regarding an application for
or compliance with the environmental clearance to any officer under the EA Act;
(4) Failure to comply with an order issued under Article 42 of the EA Act;
(5) Failure to provide information according to Articles 26 and 27 of the EA Act;
(6) Willfully delaying or preventing access to the project site in violation of Article 44 of

EA Act;
(7) Failure to extend cooperation to officers of the competent authority or the
secretariat in execution of their duties under the EA Act and the Regulation;

(8) Failure to report according to Article 48 of the EA Act;

(9) Failure to comply with the terms of the environmental clearance;

(10) Issuance of environmental clearance in violation of the procedures and requirements
of the Act and the Regulation; and

(11) Failure to comply with any other provision of the Act, regulations or rules under it.

Sanctions and Compensation

72. Whoever commits an offense under the EA Act, 2000 may be subject to sanctions,
held liable for payment of compensation for environmental damage resulting from their
action, as well as subject to prosecution for any related criminal offense.
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73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

Sanctions under the EA Act, 2000 include one or more of the following:

(1) suspension or revocation of environmental clearance, in part or in whole,

(2) Order to take mitigating, corrective or restorative measures as may be considered
necessary to prevent further damage being caused to human health or
environment  or both.

(3) payment of a fine.

The Secretariat or the Competent Authorities may order for reimbursement of any costs
incurred by an authority because of the offender’s failure to take the notified measures
in time and also payment of compensatory costs for rectifying any damage to persons
or property caused by the offence.

Fine Schedule: A fine shall range from five thousand to fifty thousand Ngultrums,
depending on the severity of the offence. When the offense is repeated in violation of an
order issued under Article 42 of the EA Act, 2000, an additional fine of twenty thousand
Ngultrums may be imposed for every day the offense continues after the expiration of
the time limit. The amount of fine may be reviewed and revised from time to time.

A fine equivalent to ten times of the applicable application fees shall be imposed for
establishing, commencing or carrying out a project without the required environmental
clearance.

The fine amount for the repeated offence shall be double the previous amount imposed
for the same offence.

The Secretariat or the Competent Authority may provide a reasonable timeline for
payment of imposed fines. The Secretariat or the Competent Authority may issue stop
order for failure to pay the imposed fine within the given deadline.

An authorized officer(s) of the Secretariat or Competent Authority may be empowered
to levy fine under this regulation.

A sanction for an offence under the EA Act, 2000 does not relieve a person from other
liabilities under the law.
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Chapter IX: Miscellaneous Provisions

Environmental Assessment Advisory Board
81. The Head of the Secretariat may establish an Environmental Assessment Advisory
Board under Article 38 of the EA Act, 2000.

82. The Head of the Secretariat shall nominate 6 to 10 qualified or knowledgeable persons
to become members of the Environmental Assessment Advisory Board. The members
may serve in their official or individual capacity.

83. The Board shall adopt rules and procedures governing its activities.

84. The Secretariat shall adopt a schedule of honorariums and reimbursable expenses
for the services provided by the members of the Environmental Assessment Advisory
Board, which shall be reviewed and updated periodically.

85. The names of the members of the Board shall be published annually.

Appeals and Dispute Resolution
86. The following procedures apply to all appeals and legal challenges of screening
process and environmental clearance decisions of a project by either the Secretariat or

Competent Authority:

(1) Any person intending to commence legal action against the screening process and
Environmental Clearance decision shall notify the Secretariat or the Competent
Authority within 10 days of public notice of the decision. The notice shall identify in
particular why the decision by the Secretariat or Competent Authority is considered
improper.

(2) The concerned parties to a dispute shall first attempt to settle any dispute amicably
and in good faith through alternative dispute resolutions.

(3) If the parties are unable to amicably settle the dispute under section 86 (2) , they
may appeal to the National Environment Commission. The National Environment
Commission shall decide whether to hear the dispute and, if so, may conduct an
adjudicatory hearing to decide the matter.
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(4) After the concerned parties have exhausted the above procedures, an aggrieved
party may appeal to a Court of Law within 30 days of the decision by the National
Environment Commission.

Complaint Redressal
87. The following procedures must be followed for any complaints against a project following

issuance of Environmental Clearance:

(1) Acomplaint must be filed to the concerned Competent Authority for the listed projects
and to the Secretariat for non-listed projects, in writing with the name and signature
of the complainant. A complaint must identify the potential or actual adverse impacts
caused by the project.

(2) The Competent Authority or the Secretariat shall conduct site visit to study and verify
the complaints without undue delay. The Secretariat and the Competent Authority
may seek assistance from relevant agencies for the study and verification.

(3) In case of a valid complaint, the Secretariat or the Competent Authority may, inter
alia, facilitate the concerned parties to resolve the issue amicably, order for mitigation
measures and compensation, review and modify terms and conditions of the
Environmental Clearance or suspend the implementation of project, as considered
necessary to address the issues.

(4) Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Competent Authority may appeal either
to the Secretariat or the competent court of law.

(5) When the appeal has been made to the Secretariat, the Secretariat shall review the
decision of the Competent Authority and may uphold the decision of the Competent
Authority or issue a new decision.

(6) Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Secretariat may appeal to the National
Environment Commission or the competent court of law within 30 days of the
decision.

(7) In case of invalid complaint, the complainant may be held liable for payment of cost
incurred to conduct site visit.
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Environmental Unit and Focal Persons

88. The Competent Authorities shall establish an environmental unit responsible for
reporting on implementation, enforcement and monitoring compliance of the EA Act,
2000 and this regulation.

89. The Secretariat or the Competent Authority may require the applicant to designate a
focal person to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the Environmental
Clearance.

90. All significant projects shall establish an environmental unit responsible for ensuring
compliance with the terms and conditions of Environmental Clearance.

Chance find Property

91. The Holder shall be responsible for the chance find property during the implementation
of the project and report immediately to the Secretariat or the Competent Authority of
such finding.

92. Chance-find property will be the property of the state and the Holder shall surrender it
to a relevant government agency.

Fee Schedule

93. The National Environment Commission shall issue fee schedules for application for
Environmental Clearance of projects. The prescribed fee may be reviewed and revised
as and when considered necessary.

Rule of construction
94. In this Regulation unless the context indicates otherwise, the singular shall include
plural and the masculine gender shall include the feminine gender and vice versa.

Revision
95. The National Environment Commission may review and revise this Regulation, as and
when necessary, in consultation with relevant agencies.
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Definitions
96. For the purpose of this regulation:

Agency means a Ministry, Department, or Municipality established under the Local
Government Act of Bhutan or an autonomous public body of the Royal Government of
Bhutan, including sector, region or local administrations.

Chance-find means an archaeological deposit, religious or ecological features and
minerals that become exposed during earthmoving and ground altering activities
associated with a project.

Clean Technologies means technological improvements or management practices
which will result in improved environmental performance as measured by, for example,
lower or less toxic discharges, more efficient use of energy or improved worker health.

Competent Authority means the agency of the Royal Government of Bhutan, as
defined in Article 6.4 of the EA Act, 2000, which has the power to issue development
consent for a project.

Concerned People means all individuals, groups or communities whose interests may
be affected by a project.

Cumulative and large scale environmental effects are those that are built up
incrementally over periods of time, result from the addition and interaction of multiple
activities and stresses, and are pervasive, cutting across policy sectors and ecological
boundaries.

Cultural Heritage means tradition and culture that should be preserved for future
generations.

Development Consent means the approval issued or renewed by a Competent
Authority in the form of a license, lease, or permit for land use or construction.

EA Act means the Environmental Assessment Act, 2000.
Environment means the complex web of interrelationships between the abiotic and

biotic components which sustains life on earth, including the social, health and cultural
aspects of human beings.
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Environmental Assessment means all procedures required under Bhutanese law to
identify means to ensure that the activities of a project are managed in an environmentally
sound and sustainable way.

Environmental Clearance means the decision under Chapter Il of the EA Act, 2000,
issued in writing by the Secretariat or the Competent Authority, to let a project proceed,
which includes terms and conditions to ensure that the project is managed in an
environmentally sound and sustainable way.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) means a process of evaluating the likely
environmental impacts of a proposed project or development activity, taking into account
inter-related socio-economic, cultural and human-health impacts, both beneficial and
adverse.

Environmental Impact Assessment report means written analysis of the environmental
impacts associated with the implementation of the projects in line with the terms of
reference approved by the Secretariat.

Juristic person means a body of persons, a corporation, a partnership, or other legal
entity that is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties.

Listed projects means those projects for which the competent authority shall screen
and issue Environmental Clearance.

Main activity of a project means a key component of a project in case of a project
with numerous component or sub-activities which require a separate Environmental
Clearance. Sub-activities include those activities that will be undertaken as a part of the
project.

Non-listed Project means those projects that are not listed under any competent
authority for screening and issuing Environmental Clearance.

Policy means a statement of long-term goals or strategies of the Royal Government of
Bhutan.

Plan means a coordinated set of programs, based on the political decisions of the Royal
Government of Bhutan, intended to achieve specific objectives within a specified time
period.
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Program means a set of coordinated activities of the Royal Government of Bhutan to
achieve specific objectives of a plan
Project means an activity, which may have significant effects on the environment.

Protected area includes any area declared as national park, wildlife reserve, nature
reserve, protected forest, biosphere reserve, critical watersheds, corridors and such
other categories meriting protection.

Regulation means the rules adopted pursuant to the powers granted by the EA Act,
2000.

Screening means the determination by the Secretariat or the Competent Authority of
how the environmental assessment process under Chapter Il of the EA Act, 2000 shall
be applied to a project.

Sectoral Guidelines means all guidance documents, including best practices, published
by the Secretariat concerning the siting or operation of a set of activities.

Significant Project means a project that is grouped/defined as a category A or B type
of project in sectoral guidelines issued by the NEC. Category C and D projects may also
be considered significant projects if the cumulative effects of two or more projects are
significant.
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Annexes

Annex 1: Applicable Time Limits

Applicable time limits are subject to submission of correct and complete information based

on applicable government regulations and guidelines.

Action

Time Limit

Registration and acknowledgement of an
application by Secretariat/Competent Authority.

Within 2 days from the receipt of
an application

Competent Authority forwards application to
Secretariat for non-listed projects

Within 7 days from the date of
completion of assessment of
adequacy of the application

Screening of a project to determine the level of
environmental assessment required.

Within 1 month

Decision making

*  Whether Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) is required or not

» Additional information required or not

* Issuance or denial of Environmental Clearance
if EIA is not required

Within 2 months after completion
of screening

If screening determines that an Environmental
Impact Assessment is required, the level and
time frame for the assessment will be determined
through negotiations between the relevant parties
and approved by the Secretariat

Time frame to be negotiated

Submission of an additional information sought for
projects requiring Environment Impact Assessment

Within 1 year from the date of
request for additional information

Submission of an additional information sought
for projects not requiring Environment Impact
Assessment

Within 3 months from the date of
request for additional information

On approval of the clearance, a legal undertaking
with the proponent of new projects to comply with

the EA Act, 2000

Within 7days from the date of
decision
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Response on the environmental clearance decision

Within 7days from the date of
decision

Public naotification on the decision by the
Secretariat/Competent Authority

Within one month from the date of
decision

Appeal on the decision

Within 10 days from the date of
publication of public notification

Preparation of monitoring program by Secretariat
and Competent Authority

Quarterly

Preparation of monitoring program (along with
detail Implementation Plan) by Holder

Within 3 months from the issuance
of Environmental Clearance

Submission of application for renewal of
Environmental Clearance

Before 3 months of its expiry date

Renewal of Environmental Clearance

Prior to expiry of Environmental
Clearance

Report on the implementation of the EA Act, 2000
and its regulation to the National environment
Commission by the Secretariat and Report on
the implementation of the EA act, 2000 and its
regulation to the Secretariat by the Competent
Authorities

Annually

20 Regulation for Environmental Clearance of Projects 2016
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