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Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016

This Regulation amends the following sections of the Waste Prevention and
Management Regulation, 2012.

The National Environment Commission hereby endorse the Waste Prevention and
Management (Amendment) 2016, on 6/8/2016 in its 43" meeting as follows:

Title, Commencement and Extent
1. This Regulation shall:

a) Be called the Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment)
Regulation, 2016.

b) Come into effect on 8" November 2016

c) Extend to whole of Bhutan.

2. Inthe Waste Prevention and Management Regulation, 2012,
hereinafter referred to as Regulation, Section 3.2 is amended as:
“Identify roles and areas of implementation of the Implementing and
collaborating Agencies for the purpose of establishing a sound waste
management system including monitoring procedures at every organization
level, through efficient collection, segregation, treatment, storage,
transportation, reduction, reuse, recycling and safe disposal of solid, liquid

and gaseous wastes”.

3. Inthe Regulation, after Section 3.4, new sections are inserted, namely:

“Section 3.5 establish a strategy and procedure to achieve zero waste; and

1 Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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“Section 3.6 introduce a system of incentives for waste prevention and

management on the principle that waste is an asset”.

In the Regulation, after Section 8, a new section is inserted, namely:
“Section 8A. The concerned local authority or the Royal Bhutan Police shall

refer the matter to the relevant implementing agency”.

In the Regulation, Section 10 is amended as:
“Hazardous waste may be exported subject to the prior written consent of
the country of import following necessary packaging and required health

and safety procedures within Bhutan”.

In the Regulation, after Section 11.3., a new section is inserted as:
“encourage waste management entrepreneurship in prevention, collection,

segregation and recycling of waste”.

In the Regulation, Section 19.3 is amended as:
“review and assess needs for human, financial or technical support to
strengthen its implementing efficiency and propose to the relevant

government agency”.

In the Regulation, Section 20 is amended as:

“In consultation with the Sanitary Committee, if constituted under Section
19, the Implementing Agencies may institute waste management services
and propose chargeable amount of fees, within respective jurisdictions to be
adopted by:

a. Gewog Tshogde, applicable for Gewog and Chiwog level,

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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10.

11.

b. Thromde Tshogde, applicable for Dzongkhag Thromde;

c. Dzongkhag Tshogdu/Gewog Tshogde for Yenlag Thromde, as
appropriate;

The NEC shall adopt waste management services fee proposed by
implementing agencies not included under the purview of section 20”.

In the Regulation, after Section 21, a new section is inserted as:
“Section 21A. The NEC may coordinate with the Ministry of Finance and
relevant agencies to explore appropriate financial mechanisms to reduce
waste at source and promote segregation, reuse and recycle waste”.

In the Regulation, Section 30 is amended as:

“The Heads of Gewog, Chiwog, Yenlag Thromde and institutions shall
submit their annual compliance and monitoring status report to concerned
Dzongdags before December 5" of each calendar year”.

In the Regulation, Section 31 is amended as:

“Every Outreach Clinic, Basic Health Unit and hospitals shall submit their
annual compliance and monitoring status reports to the District Health
Supervisory Officer who, in turn, shall send the compiled annual
compliance and monitoring status report to the Ministry of Health with a
copy to National Environment Commission Secretariat before December 5™

of each calendar year”.

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

In the Regulation, Section 33 is amended as:

“The Dzongkhag Thromde shall send an annual compliance and monitoring
status report to the National Environment Commission Secretariat with a
copy to the Ministry of Works and Human Settlement”.

In the Regulation, Section 34 is amended as:

“In case of protected areas and Government reserve forest, the Park
Manager and concerned Divisional Forestry Officer shall send the annual
compliance and monitoring status report to the Dzongdag with a copy to
National Environment Commission Secretariat and the Ministry of

Agriculture and Forests”.
In the Regulation, Section 35 is repealed.

In the Regulation, Section 37 is amended as:
“The reports under Sections 31, 32, 33 and 34 reach to the respective
addressees on or before the 15" January of the following year”.

In the Regulation, Section 40 is amended as:

“In addition to the detail information on waste prevention and management
initiatives, incidence of non-compliance and accidents, the annual
compliance and monitoring report shall specify in full the information on
progress, failure and difficulties faced by an implementing and monitoring
authority in discharging its functions under this Regulation. The report shall
also specify technical, financial or manpower shortage or difficulties faced
and include suggestions to overcome such difficulties to achieve better

compliance”.

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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17.

18.

19.

20.

In the Regulation, after Section 41, a new section is inserted as:
Section 41A. The NEC shall review these reports and may provide
recommendations to relevant agency including the Ministry of Finance to

enhance implementation of this regulation”.

In the Regulation, Section 45, is amended as:

“This Chapter deals with the Medical Waste Management. The Ministry of
Health, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forests shall monitor the Implementing Agencies. All medical facilities,
including private diagnostic and services centres, Bhutan Narcotic Control
Agency and the Drug Regulatory Authority shall implement the provisions

under this chapter”.

In the Regulation, Section 46 is amended as:

“The Administrative Head of a medical facility, private medical/diagnostic
centers, armed forces hospitals, Drug Regulatory Authority, Bhutan
Narcotics Control Authority shall implement this Regulation and report

accordingly”.

In the Regulation, Section 47.4 is amended as:

“Sharps- Objects or devices having sharp points or protuberances or
cutting edges, capable of cutting or piercing the skin including needles,
syringes, scalpels, blades, broken vials, ampoules and other glass articles, or

any other items used or unused that may cause an injury”.

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

In the Regulation, Section 52 is amended as:
“Contaminated gauze, cotton and other infectious materials shall be
incinerated or autoclaved, shredded or render non-infectious through

chemical disinfections and disposed along with general wastes”

In the Regulation, Section 55 is amended as:

“The storage, transportation, usage and disposal of hazardous chemical
wastes shall be in strict compliance with the national guidelines developed
and issued by the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, and Ministry
of Agriculture and Forests, in consultation with National Environment

Commission”.

In the Regulation, Section 65.2 is amended as:

“ensure the availability of funds to develop appropriate and adequate
infrastructure and facilities, capacity in medical facility to institute effective
and efficient collection, treatment, segregation and disposal system of

medical wastes, in particular the hazardous wastes”.

In the Regulation, Section 65.4 is amended as:
“provide guidelines on prevention and management of medical wastes
starting from Outreach Clinics, Basic Health Units and hospitals in the

districts including military and private medical facilities”.

In the Regulation, after Section 66, a new section is inserted, namely:

“66 A. The Department of Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
shall be responsible to:

a)  Monitor for effective management of veterinary wastes;

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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b)

d)

f)

9)

h)

Ensure the availability of funds to develop appropriate and adequate
infrastructure and facilities, capacity in veterinary health institutions to
institute effective and efficient collection, treatment, segregation and
disposal system of veterinary wastes, in particular the hazardous wastes;

Provide management training to veterinary health workers and
veterinary medical handlers including collection, transport processing
and disposal of veterinary wastes;

Provide guidelines on prevention and management of veterinary
medical wastes starting from veterinary hospitals, livestock centres,
laboratory, research centres, and livestock stores in the districts;

Ensure effective treatment of infectious and hazardous veterinary
medical wastes before disposing off along with other municipal wastes
and, where treatment is not feasible, provide an alternative method that
has minimal adverse impact on the human, animal health and
environment;

Develop national capacity and mechanism for treatment and proper
disposal of the pharmaceutical and radioactive wastes;

Ensure appropriate, adequate and regular supply of personal protective
equipment to the personal handling hazardous and infectious wastes;

Develop procurement procedures and mechanisms with suppliers to
manage wastes stemming from their supplies such as chemical and
radioactive materials which in the country have no capacity to manage;

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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26.

217.

28.

i) Develop and issue technical guidelines and standards for the
management of specific veterinary medical wastes or usage of
protective equipment and update as and when required; and

j) Take any other measures to ensure compliance with the requirements of

this Regulation”.

In the Regulation, Sections 72 and 73 are amended as:

“Section 72. Every medical facility shall maintain records related to the
generation, collection, storage, treatment, disposal and/or any form of
handling health care wastes in accordance with these regulations and any

guidelines issued”.

“Section 73. Every medical facility shall maintain detail information on
incidents of injuries especially associated with infectious wastes, actions

taken and outcomes”.

In the Regulation, after Section 76, new sections are inserted namely:
76A. The Department or Division looking after the water and sanitation
under the Ministry of Work and Human Settlement shall ensure that the
responsibilities of the Thromde as set forth in Section 78 are implemented
and complied effectively.

76B. The Department or Division looking after the water and sanitation
under the Ministry of Work and Human Settlement shall carry out timely
monitoring of activities of the Thromdes.

In the Regulation, Section 77 is amended as:

“Section 77. The Thromde and the concerned Dzongkhag through the
municipal office shall be the Implementing Agencies of the provisions of
this Chapter and all relevant authorities, including Royal Bhutan Police,

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

elected Thumis/Tsogpas and communities shall render full cooperation and
necessary assistance to the implementing agencies and their officers in

performing their duties under this regulation”.

In the Regulation, after Section 78.1, a new section is inserted as:
“Section 78.1A provide adequate and appropriate bins for storage of

different waste at strategic locations and monitor periodically”.

In the Regulation, after Section 78.5, a new section is inserted:
“Section 78.5A introduce and collect waste management service fees and

other charges in consultation with the NEC, where necessary”.

In the Regulation, Section 80 is amended as:
“For the purpose of an effective implementation of this regulation in the
Thromdes, the Thromde shall designate Thromde Inspectors and ensure that

they discharge the functions as required”.

In the Regulation, section 81.2 is amended as:

“levy fines as per annexes to this Regulation and/or fine and penalties
approved as per section 79.6 of the Regulation”.

In the Regulation, Sections 82.1 and 82.3 are amended as:

“Section 82.1 ensure the cleanliness of the facilities used for storage,
packaging and processing of recyclable waste”.

“Section 82.3 ensure that suspicious recyclable wastes are not purchased

and report to relevant authority”.

Waste Prevention and Management (Amendment) Regulation, 2016
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34

35

36.

37.

38.

39.

. In the Regulation, Section 86.1 is amended as:
“provide and maintain appropriate bins for waste storage and safe

collection”.

. In the Regulation, Section 90.1 is amended as:
“provide adequate number of waste bins for waste collection and

segregation in appropriate and easily accessible locations”.

In the Regulation, Section 109 is amended:

“No hazardous waste shall be imported into the kingdom of Bhutan.
No individual or firm shall export hazardous industrial waste, raw
materials for industrial processes or as by-products of industrial

processes without the prior consent of the importing country”.

In the Regulation, Section 114 is amended as:
“Any licensed person engaged in the activities of waste collection,
recycling, reuse or value addition to the waste may be provided with the

following incentives in conformity with relevant laws”.

In the Regulation, Section 116.4 is amended as:
“support in carrying out waste prevention, minimization, recycling or other

sound waste management initiatives”.

In the Regulation, Section 119 is amended as:

“The Office of the Divisional Forestry Officer or Park Manager, and the
Tourism Council of Bhutan, as the case may be, shall be the Implementing
Agency for the purpose of this Chapter and the Ministry for Agriculture and
Forests shall be the monitoring authority. The concerned Dzongdag and the

10
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Royal Bhutan Police shall fully cooperate and assist the Implementing
Agency for effective implementation of this Regulation”.

In the Regulation, Section 120 is amended as:
“Within respective jurisdiction, the Office of the Divisional Forestry Office
and/or Park Manager, with collaboration with the Tourism of Bhutan, shall

ensure that”.

In the Regulation, after Section 120, a new section is inserted as:

“Section 120A The Tourism Council of Bhutan, in collaboration with the
relevant implementing agency, shall ensure waste prevention and
management on trekking routes, campsites, roadside amenities, home stays,

restaurants and hotels”.

In the Regulation, after Section 131.4, a new section is inserted:
“Section 131.4 A ensure implementation of buy back/take back
mechanisms of e-waste, as may be applicable”.

In the Regulation, Section 132.2 is amended as:

“bulk consumers, which are government agencies, shall ensure that all
electrical and electronic equipment at the end of their lives are hand over to
the relevant government agency which is the Department of National

Properties”.

In the Regulation, Section 133 is amended as:

“The Department of National Properties shall ensure that e-waste from the
bulk consumers, which are government agencies, is auctioned/sold to the
designated e-waste management entity and/or any other entity deemed
appropriate by the Department of Information Technology and Telecom”.

11
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45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

In the Regulation, after Section 134.3, a new section is inserted namely:
“Section 134.3A Report to Department of Information Technology and

Telecom periodically”.

In the Regulation, Section 139 is amended as:

“Department of National Properties shall maintain records of e-waste
generated and auctioned/sold by them and submit annual report to the
Department of Information Technology and Telecom as per Form 2. It shall
also provide contact details such as address, telephone number of auctioneer
of e-waste to the Department of Information Technology and Telecom as

per Form 2”.

In the Regulation, Section 143.5 is amended as:

“coordinate inventorisation of e-waste generated from the appliances as
listed in Annexure-l1 in collaboration with Department of National
Properties and e-waste management entity and review periodically in

consultation with the National Environment Commission”.

In the Regulation, Section 147.1 is amended as:
“be created by the Department of Information Technology and Telecom in
consultation with the National Environment Commission and Ministry of

Finance”.

In the Regulation, after Section 150.18, new sections are inserted,
namely:

Section 150.18A. Failure to clean the area after organizing a program
Section 150.18 B. failure to provide bins for collection and segregation

during public events under Section 90.1

12
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50.

Section 150.18 C. failure to maintain bins provided under Section 90.2
Section 150.18 D. washing of vehicles or machineries in a river, stream,
lake, pond, wetland or at a drinking water source.

Section 150.18 E. open burning of inorganic waste where waste
management system/facilities is in place.

In the Regulation, after Section 164, new sections are inserted, namely:
“Section 164 A. Implementing Agencies to impose fines

The following implementing agencies shall have the authority to impose
fines:

a. Dzongkhags for waste management at Dzongkhag, Dungkhag and
Gewog level

b. Thromde for municipal waste

c. Road Safety and Transport Authority for transport Sector

d. Tourism Council of Bhutan for trekking routes, camp sites, tourist
hotels, resorts and amenities

e. Department of Forest and Park Services in Government Reserve
Forest

f. Department of Industry for industrial wastes

g. Drug Regulatory Authority for pharmaceutical wastes

i) In doing so NEC may designate any other additional agencies for
effective implementation of the Act and the Regulation.
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51.

52.

53.

54,

i) In order to avoid duplication of mandate and resources, the listed
agencies shall maintain proper coordination and information
iii) The implementing agencies may incentivize informant for reporting

incidences of non-compliance/violation”.

In the Regulation, before Section 169, a new section is inserted as:

168A.The NEC shall provide guidelines on waste standards and recycling
while the Ministry of Finance shall consider the funding mechanisms to be
applied. The Waste as Asset Working Committee can provide program
incentives to local Implementing Agencies to undertake the necessary work
required in establishing innovative enterprises to both solve unemployment
of youth and unskilled workers while achieving the national target of zero

waste.

In the Regulation, after Section 175(32), a new section is inserted as:

“Section 175(32A) Implementing Agency means any government, non-
government, private entity or person that is empowered under this Act and
those required by the National Environment Commission to implement its

provisions”.

In the Regulation, Section 175 (39) is amended as:
“Medical facility- means a health care facility for both human and animal
like hospitals, Basic Health Unit, diagnostic centres, armed force hospitals,

indigenous hospitals, Veterinary hospitals, animal husbandry”.

In the Regulation, after Section 175(49), a new section is inserted as:
Section 175 (49A) Point source means a facility discharging emission or

effluents of any nature into the environment.
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55. In the Regulation, after Section 175(73), a new section is inserted as:

Section 175 (73) A. Zero Waste refers to a goal that is ethical, economical,

efficient and visionary, to guide people in changing their lifestyles and

practices to emulate sustainable natural cycles, where all discarded

materials are designed to become resources for others to use.

56. In the Regulation, new list of offences and fines are inserted, namely:

1 Smearing of lime and spitting of doma in | Nu.100
public areas

2 Display of Poster/stickers/bills/banners without | Nu.500
approval from Thromde

3 Failure to clean the area after organizing a | Nu.5000
program

4 failure to provide bins for collection and | Nu. 2000
segregation during public events under Section
90.1

5 failure to maintain bins under Section 90.2 Nu. 1000

6 washing of vehicles or machineries in a river, | Nu. 1000
stream, lake, pond, wetland or at a drinking
water source

7 open burning of inorganic waste where waste | Nu. 1000
management system/facilities is in place
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